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Period for Reply ' "'«" twre^unoence address -■ 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE * MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

' ^^^^S^^^f^^^, V !^ MaHt ° f 37 CFR 1 ' 136(a) - "° eV8nt ' however ' ma * a re P'V b « «mely filed 
alter six (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

" If ^ r° r reP ', y SpeCifi6 r iS '!? S ,ha " ,hirty (30) days ' a re P^ wi,nin ,he statutor V ""nhium of thirty (30) days will be considered timelv 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX <6\ MONTHS L th» main™ l^ JZ ,1 V ' 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by'statute, J^^^Xt!^^^^^^^^ COmmUn,Ca " 0 "- 

Srr m tr; mssteS" after ,he mailing da,e of this ™ ica,ion ' even if ,ime ™ - * 

status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 13 August 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1-67 j4fare pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) Q Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) E3 Claim(s) 1^67 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d) 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Serial No. 10/009,254 
Art Unit: 1645 

Lack of Unity of Invention(s) 

1) Claims 1-67 are under prosecution. 

2) The instant inventions lack unity under PCT Rule 1 3 . 1 and 1 3 . 2 : 

I. Claims 1-16, drawn to an isolated nucleic acid molecule encoding the amino acid 
sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2, a vector and a host cell comprising the same, and a 
diagnostic PCR method. 

II. Claims 17-32, drawn to an isolated nucleic acid molecule encoding the amino acid 
sequence of SEQ ID NO: 4, a vector and a host cell comprising the same, and a 
diagnostic PCR method. 

HI. Claims 56-60 and 33-37, drawn to an isolated protein comprising the amino acid 

sequence of SEQ ID NO. 2, and a method of immunizing a mammal by administering 
a protein comprising the protein. 

IV. Claims 6 1 -67 and 3 8-40, drawn to an isolated protein comprising the amino acid 
sequence of SEQ ID NO. 4, and a method of immunizing a mammal by administering 
a protein. 

V. Claims 42, 50 and 54, drawn to a diagnostic method for determining group B 
streptococcal infection or colonization by detecting the spbl gene product. 

VI. Claims 43, 5 1 and 55, drawn to a diagnostic method for determining group B 
streptococcal infection or colonization by detecting the spb2 gene product. 

Claims 41, 44-49, 52 and 53 are linking claims and would be joined with one of inventions V 
and VI, if elected. 

3) Inventions I-VI lack unity of inventions. These inventions do not relate to a single inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1, because under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding 
special techmcal features. The special technical feature of the first claimed product of invention I is 
an isolated nucleic acid molecule encoding the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2, a vector and a 
host cell comprising the same. The special technical feature of the second claimed product of 
invention II is an isolated nucleic acid molecule encoding the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 4, 
a vector and a host cell comprising the same. The special technical features of inventions III and IV 
respectively, are an isolated protein comprising the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO. 2 and 4, 
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and a method of using the respective protein. The four products do not share significant structural 
features. The methods of inventions VII and VIII and of inventions III and IV do not share 
significant method steps and reagents or compositions used in the methods. 
4) Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the Examiner 
should be directed to S. Devi, Ph.D., whose telephone number is (571) 272-0854. A telephone 
message may be left on the Examiner's voice mail system. The Examiner can normally be reached ( 
Monday to Friday from 7. 15 a.m. to 4. 15 p.m. except one day each bi-week, which would be 
disclosed on the Examiner's voice mail system. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, 
Lynette Smith, can be reached on (571) 272-0864. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-1600. 
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